
Key changes to the Constitution and Bylaws: 
References to Articles in italics refer to the proposed Bylaws.  All others refer to the current Bylaws. 

 
Article I - NAME 

• No significant changes 
 
Article II - OBJECTIVES 
Completely re-written to more closely match the AA County SCBD stated objectives for 
Manhattan Beach. Overall similar message as the current Bylaws. 
 
Article III - MEMBERSHIP 

• Changed the defined area that comprises Manhattan Beach.  The original did not appear 
correct (North, South etc. were not accurate when reviewing on Google Earth).  

• Added language on page 2 in Article IV Section C requiring members to subscribe to the 
MBCA email list to receive important Association announcements. (This is very 
important for effective communication between the Association and Members.) 

 
Article IV – DUES AND SPECIAL TAX BENEFIT DISTRICT 

• In the new document this section is located on page 7, Article IX. 

• Removed item in section B 2b.  This section is no longer relevant as it was intended to 
provide relief during the recession and housing crisis in 2008. 

• Removed B3. The maximum tax was not useful.  Has been replaced in the proposed 
Bylaws with similar requirements for tax increases. (Ballot vote, supermajority required) 

• Item B4 was re-written and moved to page 8, Article IX Section B. 
 
Article V - OFFICERS 

• In the new document this section is located on page 4, Article VI 

• Sections B-E have been re-written and/or supplemented on page 3, Article V. 

• Section D was expanded to reference benefits available to Board members. 
 

Article VI – BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

• Sections A-D are located on pages 2-3 in Article V. 

• Section E is located on page 4 Article VI Section D. 

• Section F is now addressed on page 3 Article V Section F. 

• Added a requirement for Board members to be at least 21 years old. 
 
Article VII – GENERAL BUDGET 

• Re-written and located on page 8, Article IX section B. 

• Revised language requiring distribution of documents via USPS.  The proposed Bylaws 
require documents and meetings to be posted to the website and an email sent to 
residents who subscribe to MBCA announcements. 

 
Article VIII – NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 



• Re-written and located on page 5, Article VII. 

• Expanded the requirements and responsibilities of the Nominating committee. 
 
Article IX  MEETINGS 

• Re-written and expanded requirements.  Located on page 6-7, Article VII. 
 
Article X 

• Re-written and located on page 9, Article IX Section C. 

• Note on page 9, section C i the dollar amount thresholds have been increased to reflect 
higher costs in 2025 vs. 2008. 

 
Article XI – COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

• Renamed and rewritten on page 10, Article XI. 
 

Article XII – VOTING PROCEDURES 

• Rewritten and located on page 5, Article VII Section B. 

• Key change is to allow Ballots to be posted on the website and emailed (See page 6 vi) 
 
Article XIII – QUORUM 

• Quorum was increased from 15 to 20 members and moved to the bottom of page 5. 
Article XIV – COMMITTEES 

• Located on page 10, Article X.  Removed section D “standing committees”.  They change 
often and therefore should not be listed in the Bylaws. 

 
 
Additional comments: 
 

1) Significant research was conducted on various Maryland State websites, Anne Arundel 
County website, the AA County SCBD website (as well as calls made to our primary 
contact Janae at the SCBD).  
 

2) Downloaded Bylaws for 3 different SCBDs in Anne Arundel county for reference. Most 
appeared to use the same template as MBCA except that our current Bylaws did not 
include some sections that should be included. 
 

3) The issue of “majority” has been addressed and is consistent throughout the Bylaws.  In 
the new Article II DEFINITIONS, we clarify two types of “majority” present in the new 
Bylaws:  Simple Majority (half plus one) and Supermajority (two-thirds).  In all instances, 
the stated majority refers to “members present” at a meeting, except for Ballot votes 
where the stated majority refers to Ballots received. 
 

4) Removed the “Maximum Limit” on the tax assessment in Article IV.  This limit served no 
purpose.  SCBD tax assessment increases are now addressed throughout Article IX.  In 



summary, each year when we submit the budget for review and approval, we must state 
the SCBD tax rate.  The intent is the same as in the past…  only propose an increase if it is 
justified. We do not want to modify this each year, only when absolutely needed. 
 

Any proposal to increase or decrease the tax assessment requires a supermajority (two-
thirds) Ballot vote.  If no tax increase is proposed, then only a simple majority is required 
to pass the budget. (This is how it is in the current Bylaws) 
 

5) Maryland state law does not require USPS mailing of budget or other documents to 
residents’ homes.  They allow for the documents to be posted to the community 
website, 30 days in advance of a budget or Bylaws amendment vote.  Ballots may also be 
posted to the website. 
 

We have removed all language requiring a USPS mailing.  The intent is to simplify the 
process, reduce costs and significantly improve our ability to communicate with all 
residents in a timely manner.  We understand that some of our elderly residents may not 
have access to a computer and prefer to receive these documents via USPS. We will 
accommodate them as described on page 6, Article VII, Section B vi. 


